Constitution of the University of British Columbia Student Music Educators Association

November 2006

Preamble

It is our desire to become members of the BC Music Educators Association and to the Canadian Music Educators Association, as a Student Member Chapter at The University of British Columbia, to enjoy in the associations rights and responsibilities, to enjoy its associations and to increase our knowledge, passion, and education in all areas of music education throughout the province.

Name

The name of the Association shall be the University of British Columbia Student Music Educators Association, hereafter referred to as the UBCSMEA.

Base of Operation

The operations of the UBCSMEA are to be carried out chiefly on the campus of The University of British Columbia, located in Vancouver.

Article 1 – Purpose

It is the purpose of this organization to:

1. Make available to its members access to professional development and to encourage its members to further their education through such events as the annual BCMEA conference.

2. Provide its members the opportunity to meet and work with leaders in the field of music education.

3. Provide its members with information regarding the rights and responsibilities of the music education profession.

4. Liaise with UBC School of Music, and to further develop the interaction between the two schools on campus.

5. Provide cross communication and events with other student chapters of the BCMEA.

6. Facilitate a relationship between the Faculty of Education and the School of Music.

Article 2 – Membership

The membership year shall be for 12 consecutive months from the date the application is processed by the BCMEA.

1. Active membership is open to all students, staff and faculty of The University of British Columbia who is interested in music education.  An active member shall be entitled to vote and to hold office.

2. Members of the UBCSMEA are required to become student members of the BCMEA.

3. Any UBC student, staff of faculty member may become a member of this organization on payment of dues as set out by the BCMEA.

4. Any member, upon complying with membership requirements, may attend the conference of the BCMEA with all rights and privileges of a full membership.  Any member may participate in the activities carried on by the UBCSMEA and the BCMEA.

5. Members will receive the official BCMEA publications.
Article 3 – Fees and Financial Records

      1.   The BCMEA shall have control over the fees for student membership.

2. BCMEA dues shall be sent to the BC Teachers Federation located at:

100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, V57 4P2

3. Financial records will be maintained by the UBCSMEA and made transparent to the BCMEA, and the BC Teachers Federation upon request.

4. Signing officers for the UBCSMEA shall be the treasurer and one other table officer.

Article 4 – Officers

1. Table officers conduct the business of the UBCSMEA

2. The table officers of the UBCSMEA consist of: Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer,  Secretary, and Social Coordinator.

3. The term of all table officers shall be 12 months, being retired at the end of the Annual General Meeting.  All table officers shall be eligible for re-election.

4. Elections shall take place at the Annual General Meeting.

5. The table officers shall be authorized to, when deemed necessary, to appoint to their membership other individuals (members-at-large) with specific responsibilities.

Article 5 – Advisor

The Advisor must be a current member of the BCMEA and his/her role shall be too:

1. Advise and generate ongoing interest in the BCMEA, and to explain the meaning of the organization as well as the beliefs, meaning and ideals to which the organization holds.

2. Provide guidance in the implementation and development of programs, events, concerts and other activities that the UBCSMEA undertakes.

3. Encourage chapter participation at provincial meetings of the BCMEA

4. Serve as a liaison between student members and: the music education faculty and administration in matters regarding the UBCSMEA.

5. Serve as liaison between student members and the provincial organization, as well as other music education groups throughout the country and the world.

Article 6 – Executive Committee

1. The executive committee shall be comprised of the table officers, other appointed members-at-large with specific responsibilities and the advisor(s).

2. The executive committee shall meet at least once per month.

3. The executive committee shall have the power to appoint individuals and/or committees for specific responsibilities. 

Article 7 – Meetings

1. The General Meeting of the UBCSMEA is held at a time and place designated by the Table Officers.

2. General Meetings are to be called no less than once per year.

3. The quorum required by Table Officers shall be three (3).

4. The quorum required by membership shall be 10%.

Article 8 – Rules of Order

1. The rules of order are as defined in Robert’s Rules of Order

Article 9 – Policies and Procedures

1. The UBCSMEA abides by the policies and procedures of the BCMEA

2. The Table Officers establish UBCSMEA policies and procedures as required, such policies will be subject to review by General Council.

Article 10 – Constitution

1. A copy of the Constitution of the UBCSMEA shall be filed with the BCMEA.

2. The Constitution and the by-laws may be amended only at an annual general meeting or by special general meeting by special resolution.

3. At least two weeks notice of motion to amend the constitution shall be given to all members.

Article 11 – Examination of Records

1. At written request to the chair of the UBCSMEA, any member of the UBCSMEA, BCMEA or BCTF may examine the records of the UBCSMEA.

Article 12 – Disposition of Funds

In the event of dissolution of the UBCSMEA, after all liabilities have been paid, the remaining balance of funds shall be given to the BCMEA earmarked for the betterment of student associations with the BCMEA.

Article 13 – Amendments

Amendments may be made to the constitution by majority vote only at an Annual General Meeting. 

Article 14 – Date of Ratification

This constitution was ratified by the Annual General Meeting on 30th November, 2006

