Sharing the Vision

A National Framework for Arts Education in
Canadian Schools

Developed by
The National Symposium on Arts Education

Ratified
Tuesday, July 3, 2001
Symposium V, Calgary, AB



National Framework



Sharing the Vision

A National Framework for Arts Education in
Canadian Schools

Why the arts?

The ats are an integrd part of our children’s lives. Any parent or grandparent will tdl you
that from an early age, children naturdly immerse themsdves in drama, dance, music, the visud
arts, literary arts, and media: to play, to learn, to communiceate, to ceebrate, and to find out who
they are.

The arts both express and engage the human pirit in profound and powerful ways. They
give our children a sense of the world outsde themsdves, uniqudy touching the timeessness of
higory and the limitlessness of the univarse. The arts hep children cdebrate community.
Through the arts children find:

* opportunities to express ideas usng the unique languages of the arts,

* opportunitiesto gain knowledge of the history of humean cregtive achievements,

* opportunitiesto develop ingghts into community and globa issues explored by cortempo-
rary atigs,

* opportunities to become proficient with cregtive processes in a variety of mediainduding
technology,

* opportunities to learn about themsdves and athers through critica reflection on their own
work and globd arts expressions,

* opportunitiesto learn how societies and cultures congtruct and record their higtory, vaues,
bdiefs and individud and collective visions,

* opportunities to communicate through the arts usng ther imaginaions, idess, dsarva
tions, and fedings, and

* opportunities to become aware and proud of Canada srich cultural and artistic heritage.

These opportunities are unigue to the arts. The arts are an integral part of Canadian society.
They provide important ways of meaning meking in our lives

Why artseducation?

Thereisagrowing body of research that shows that children learn in many different ways. If
their experiences are limited to one way of knowing, thar learning will aso be limited. The arts
provide dternative ways of knowing. As digtinct disciplines they uniquely engage the senses,
simulate the imagination, and broaden our children’s understanding of themsdves, their connec-
tions with others, and the world in which they live. The arts provide opportunities for children to
operae a the highest level of human cognition.

Howard Gardner of Harvard University has completed groundbresking research that has
led to a revolutionary reassessment of the way children learn and think. His work demongtrated
thet there are a least eight basic intelligences and thet many children do not respond well to the
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traditiona gpproaches used in public schoals throughout North America Thus, in addition to the
unique learning avallable through in depth experiences in eech of the arts, the arts are seen as
tools for the teaching and learning of many kills and concepts beyond the arts.

The arts in schools often provide a place where children are encouraged to take risks and
meet persond challenges in a safe environment. This opportunity is espedialy impartant for chil-
dren who are bullied or fed left out of the maingtream. Arts classes are often cited as the reason
some children stayed in school, not because the arts are easy — they are not — but because
they dlow these dudents to blossom in different ways, to gain in sdf-confidence, to grow in
«f-eeem. Working in the arts, sudents learn how to work together and done; they learn to
appreciate qudity, and they learn to bring a task to conpletion and evauate it. Experiencesin
the arts bring enjoyment and persond satisfaction.

While children are attracted to the arts from birth, children need encouragement and nurtur-
ing to maximize ther potentid. The development of skills and underganding in the arts is one
god of arts education.

What isarts education?

Arts education can take place formdly in the schools and consarvatories, but dso informaly
in homes and communities. Arts elucation builds on these home and community experiences
and provides gtructured learning experiences throughout the dementary and secondary school
years. This document focuses on arts education in the schools, where children from kindergarten
through grade 12 have opportunities for in-depth, cumulative learning in dance, drama, literary
arts, music, media, and visud arts. Arts education provides children with opportunitiesto creste
in each of the arts, opportunities to respond to art-making, and opportunities to learn about the
ats. Arts education includes both learning in and through the ats and is avitd part of the school
curriculum.

Learning in the arts. Arts education, as learning in the arts, seeks to encourage childrenin
cregtive art making and responding processes, giving them afirm foundetion in the practices and
principles of the various arts disciplines. As sudents explore thoughts, experiences, and fedings
to develop new understandings in the creation and expresson of meaning, they use processes
that vaue intuition and imagination while developing tedhnicd and persond skills and a commit-
ment to high dandards. Through cumulative experiences in the arts, sudents learn to respond
with critical awareness and senstivity to ther own work and the work of others, and in making
at, they learn the vdue of the ats in ther daly lives and in the shaping of culturd identities
within loca and globa contexts. The arts make learning rdevant for gudents of the many d-
verse culturd backgrounds who attend Canadian schools They enhance ills like teamwork,
the ability to use and acquire information, and to magter different types of symbol sysems and
use of technology.

Learning in the arts which is often ddivered by specidis teachers, isavitd part of each
child's encounter with the arts and forms the basis for learning through the arts.
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L earning through the arts. The ats are avehide for learning other subject content and a
means of teaching more generd educationd outcomes such as nurturing sudents socid and
persond devel opmen.

Thus, arts education builds on learning in the arts and infuses the arts throughout the curricu-
lum. For example, danceis used in the teaching of math; dramalis used in the teaching of history;
musc isusad in the teaching of science visud arts are used in the teaching of Aboriging culture.

In addition, the arts contribute to the generd education of sudents. They engage the socid,
emotiona, kinesthetic, and rationd capadities of children and become vehides for rdeasing ther
cregtive potentid while building degper knowledge and a broader, more connected understard-
ing of curricular concepts in other subjects. They fadilitate the connections that need to be made
among academic areas and everts outside schoal.

Itisnot only the arts thet should be infused throughout the curriculum. Other subjects should
be infused into arts education, especidly socid or culturd issues.

Why isthe vision important now?

Canada is avast country with increesing culturd diversty and an on-going search for iden
tity. What, we have asked ourselves on many occasions, does it mean to be Caradian? There
will be different answers from the Aborigina peoples, from the descendants of early English
gpesking roydigts and Québecois sdtlers, and from other immigrants from around the world,
whether long established or recent. Working together will be an ongoing chdlenge thet the arts
help us address by generating empathy and culturd understanding.

We live in a quickly changing world where adaptability, flexibility, criticd thinking, and
problem solving are surviva reguirements. The importance of visud and aurd images that can
be used both to enhance our lives and to manipulate our thinking cannot be underestimeated. Ca-
reersin the arts and arts-rdated fidds are multiplying.

We dso live a atime when violence and misunderstandings seem to be spreading in our so-
dety. The arts can be a direct way of vicarioudy but meaningfully encountering sengtive issues
and vaues

The habits of mind and understandings developed in arts education serve baoth to help our
children make a life worth living and help develop highly desirable characteridtics for dtizenry
and employability in the 21% century: credtive thinking, decison making, responshility, team:-
work skills, adaptability, leadership, working with diversty, seaing thingsin the mind's eye, and
knowing how to learn.

It isdear that the ats are criticd to the wel being of our children and that arts educdionisa
way of ensuring that al children have access to equa opportunities
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Developing a shared vision

The Nationd Symposium on Arts Education (NSAE) has been working since 1997 to build
consensus around a Shared Vidon for Arts Education in Canada. As afirg step, participants at
the 1997 Cape Breton Nationd Symposium on Arts education adopted the following Resolu-
tion.

Given the value of the arts for learning;

Given the ability of education in the arts to nurture qualities necessary in the workplace of the

218t century;

Given the rapidly growing work opportunitiesin the cultural sector;

Given the need for creative uses of and content for new technol ogies, which artists provide;
Given the central role of the artsin the well being of communities;

Given the ability of the arts to respond to and embrace the movement of globalization, both af-
firming distinct cultures and under standing others;

The participants of the National Symposium on Arts Education '97, including artists, educators,
arts administrators and education administrators from across Canada, urge the Ministers of Edu-
cation, through the Council of Ministers of Education, to take steps to ensure that the arts are a
fundamental and sustained part of the Canadian school systemfor all studentsand in all schoals,
by devel oping a vision and common outcomes for arts education in Canada.

The NSAE then went on to organize annua meetings of arts educators, artigs, adminidrators,
and supporters of arts education in different locations across Canada and to st up an
infrastructure, largely held together by a website (http:/mww.artsed.ca), to ensure the ongoing
deveopment of the vison. The NSAE is dedicated to ensuring arts education, including learning
in, through, and about the arts, for dl Canadians.

The priority isto ensure that comprehensve, developmenta arts education is available to dl
our children from K to 12. There are Seps that mugt be taken if this god isto be redlized. If our
children are going to benefit from arts education they need the best teachers possible. They
need teachers who have the skills, knowledge, and understanding to teach in one or more of the
arts. Currently in Canada, teacher education programs are not al designed to develop teachers
who have the necessary qudifications to provide awmuldive arts education programs in our
schools, and not dl school boards hire teachers with the necessary expertise to provide oppar-
tunities in the arts for dl children. This problem is especidly evident in the dementary schools
where many classroom teachers are not confident about teaching the arts and using the arts in
their teaching. Y et research has shown that critica building blocks for future learning are deve-
oped inthese early years.

Although it is important for children to have in-depth experiences in the arts, the atsas a
subject should not be isolated from other subjects but become recognized as part of the rich
fabric of school and community living. As part of the schoal culture, the arts cortribute to the
spirit and vitdity of the school community, promoting cooperation and teamwork and enhancing
learning acrossthe curriculum.

Collectively, we have avison of arts education which has teachers ddlivering arts education
on aregular basis but aso includes teachers and artists working together to show children in
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specid ways the joy and ddight of the arts. Both teachers and artists have different areas of
pecidized expertise which are often complementary.

We agppreciate the culturd variety across Canada and support arts education that isflexible
and responds to the diverse culturd and socid needs of communities. We are dedicated to er
suring arts education, including learning in, through, and about the arts for al Canadian children.

Partnersin arts education

What do children need if they are to maximize their potentia in and through the arts? Chil-
dren need:

* acommitment by parents, the community, schools, busness, and government to sp-
port arts education in the schools,

* equitable access to arts programs from K—12;

* deveopmenta and continuous arts curriculum K—12;

* qudified arts education teechers;

* accessto visud arts exhibitions and live artigtic performances,

* contact with atigsin dl disciplines, and

« thetime, space, and resources to deliver arts education.

This framework is for many people. Families encourage and support arts interests and ac-
tivities, communities provide resources to mount and enjoy artistic events, school boards hire
quaified teachers, teacher education programs provide sufficient training and professond de-
veopment for arts specidists and generdist teachers, government, school boards, and in-school
adminidrators ensure that schools have the resources they need to deliver arich arts education
to each and every child.

Schools dwell in communities, communities that thrive because of business and industry.
Partnerships are one way that people interested in the arts have developed to meet some of
thelr needs. Examples of partnerships among Canadian schools, artists, and communitieswhich
provide innovative opportunities to teach both the arts and other curricular subjects through the
ats indude programs such as Learning Through the Arts™ (Royd Consarvatory of Music),
Arts Infuson (Nova Scatia Arts Council), ArtsSmart (The W McConndl Family Foundation),
DAREarts, and CAPES (Cdgary Arts Partners in Education Society).

Thereisacos to agood arts education. There is an equd or greater cost to not providing a
good arts education. As a nation we cannot afford the cost of depriving our children of
opportunities to reach their full potential through the arts.

How will we know we' ve succeeded?
Wewill know we have been successful when every child in Canada has
* equitable access to comprehensve, developmentd arts programs ddivered by qudified

teachers and
» educationdly appropriate opportunities to work with and enjoy professond arts and
artigts throughout the school sysem.
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Partnersin sharing thevision

The following organizations support the Vison for Arts Education developed in this framework.

Algonquin Academy of Wilderness and Wildlife Art
Atelier West Studios (Newfoundland)

Canadian Conference of the Arts

Canadian Music Educators Association

Canadian Society for Education through Art
CARFAC

Council of Drama and Dance in Education
EPCOR CENTRE for the Performing Arts (Calgary)
Laidlaw Foundation

L'Ecole de danse du Québec

Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council

Nova Scotia Cultural Network

Nova Scotia Music Educators Association

Ontario Society for Education through Art
Prologue for the Performing Arts

Sears Ontario Drama Festival

The Writers Union of Canada

Theatre Ontario
Young Alberta Book Society (YABS)
Theatre/Théatre Canada
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