
Listen to their voices: Research and practice in early childhood music  

 

Edited by Katharine Smithrim and Rena Upitis 

Listen to their voices: Research and practice in early childhood music is the third volume in 
Research to Practice: A Biennial Series edited by Lee Bartel and published by the Canadian 
Music Educators Association. This book features 21 chapters by 30 authors from around the 
world. The foreword is written by internationally acclaimed arts educator, Liora Bresler. The 
chapters are divided into four parts: learning from young children, issues of culture and 
spirit, links between music and other domains, and possible new directions in music 
education for young children. 

$30.00 (Can) plus shipping 
ISBN 0-920630-13-6 

Table of Contents  

Section One:  

Learning from Young Children  

1. Custodero, L., & St. John, P. Actions speak: Lessons learned from the systemic 
observation of flow experience in young children’s music making  

2. Suthers, L., & Niland, A. An Exploration of young children’s engagement with music 
experiences 

3. Kenney, S. Young musicians: Preschool children make music  

4. McCusker, J. Listen to their voices: Young children’s emerging musical literacy  

5. Bartel, L., & Cameron, L. Understanding conditions of learning in early childhood music 

6. Willingham, L. From the mouths of babes: What young children can show us about 
teaching and learning music—a personal reflection  

Section Two:  

Cultural and Spiritual Dimensions  

7. Boyce-Tillman, J. Spirituality in early childhood music education 



8. Burt, R. Considering preschool children’s emotional responses to music as a window into 
learning in the early years  

9. Chen-Hafteck, L. Children, music, culture: A cross-cultural perspective on musical 
development  

10. Miya, F. Using African indigenous knowledge systems in early childhood music education  

Section Three:  

Approaches and Connections  

11. Ferris, J., & Nyland, B. Early childhood music: An Australian experience 

12. O’Hagin, I. B. Musical learning and the Reggio Emilia approach  

13. Reynolds, A., Long, A.M., & Valerio, W.H. Language acquisition and music acquisition: 
Possible parallels  

14. Hornbach, C. M. Silence and eliciting student responses in early childhood music classes  

15. Harris, M. Montessori, music and math 

16. Hurtado, C. R. Research in special ECE and music: Language-learning difficulties and 
music education  

17. Ilari, B. Making connections: Auditory development research and early childhood music 
education  

Section Four:  

New Directions  

18. Serebrin, W., & Morin, F. 21 st century literacy: New directions for music in the early 
years curriculum 

19. Smith, K., & Montgomery, A. Free musical play and socially mediated learning: Musings 
for early childhood education 

20. Shehan Campbell, P. & Chee Hoo, L. Live and mediated music meant just for children 

21. Young, S. Digital technologies, young children and music education practice 

 


